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§ 4.2 Reports of arrival of vessels. 
(a) Upon arrival in any port or place 

within the U.S., including, for purposes 
of this section, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
of any vessel from a foreign port or 
place, any foreign vessel from a port or 
place within the U.S., or any vessel of 
the U.S. carrying foreign merchandise 
for which entry has not been made, the 
master of the vessel must immediately 
report that arrival to the nearest CBP 
facility or other location designated by 
the port director. The report of arrival, 
except as supplemented in local in-
structions issued by the port director 
and made available to interested par-
ties by posting in CBP offices, publica-
tion in a newspaper of general circula-
tion, and other appropriate means, 
may be made by any means of commu-
nication to the port director or to a 
CBP officer assigned to board the ves-
sel. The CBP officer may require the 
production of any documents or papers 
deemed necessary for the proper in-
spection/examination of the vessel, 
cargo, passenger, or crew. 

(b) For purposes of this part, ‘‘foreign 
port or place’’ includes a hovering ves-
sel, as defined in 19 U.S.C. 1401(k), and 
any point in customs waters beyond 
the territorial sea or on the high seas 
at which a vessel arriving in a port or 
place in the U.S. has received merchan-
dise. 

(c) In the case of certain vessels ar-
riving either in distress or for the lim-
ited purpose of taking on certain sup-
plies and departing within a 24-hour 
time period without having landed or 
taken on any passengers or other mer-
chandise (see section 441(4), Tariff Act 
of 1930, as amended), the report must 
be filed by either the master, owner, or 
agent, and must be in the form and 
give the information required by that 
statute, except that the report need 
not be under oath. A derelict vessel 
will be considered one in distress and 
any person bringing it into port must 
report its arrival. 

(d) The report of baggage and mer-
chandise required to be made by cer-
tain passenger vessels making three or 
more trips a week between U.S. and 
foreign ports and vessels used exclu-
sively as ferryboats carrying pas-
sengers, baggage, or merchandise (see 
section 441(2), Tariff Act of 1930, as 

amended), is in addition to the required 
report of arrival, and must be made 
within 24 hours of arrival. 

[T.D. 93–96, 58 FR 67315, Dec. 21, 1993, as 
amended by T.D. 94–44, 59 FR 23795, May 9, 
1994; CBP Dec. 10–33, 75 FR 69585, Nov. 15, 
2010] 

§ 4.3 Vessels required to enter; place of 
entry. 

(a) Formal entry required. Unless spe-
cifically excepted by law, within 48 
hours after the arrival at any port or 
place in the United States, the fol-
lowing vessels are required to make 
formal entry: 

(1) Any vessel from a foreign port or 
place; 

(2) Any foreign vessel from a domes-
tic port; 

(3) Any vessel of the United States 
having foreign merchandise on board 
for which entry has not been made; or 

(4) Any vessel which has visited a 
hovering vessel as defined in 19 U.S.C. 
1401(k), or has delivered or received 
merchandise or passengers while out-
side the territorial sea. 

(b) Completion of entry. (1) When ves-
sel entry is to be made at the custom-
house, either the master, licensed deck 
officer, or purser may appear in person 
during regular working hours to com-
plete preliminary or formal vessel 
entry; or necessary documents properly 
executed by the master or other au-
thorized officer may be delivered at the 
customhouse by the vessel agent or 
other personal representative of the 
master. 

(2) The appropriate CBP port director 
may permit the entry of vessels to be 
accomplished at locations other than 
the customhouse, and services may be 
requested outside of normal business 
hours. CBP may take local resources 
into consideration in allowing formal 
entry to be transacted on board vessels 
or at other mutually convenient ap-
proved sites and times within or out-
side of port limits. When services are 
requested to be provided outside the 
limits of a CBP port, the appropriate 
port director to whom an application 
must be submitted is the director of 
the port located nearest to the point 
where the proposed services would be 
provided. That port director must be 
satisfied that the place designated for 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 16:45 Jun 06, 2012 Jkt 226060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\19\19V1.TXT ofr150 PsN: PC150


		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-06-14T10:04:09-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




